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in their wrath as their kind had been when Eoosevelt began
to enforce the Civil Service law. They declared that the
attempt was pure foolishness, that the law was obsolete,
a mere "blue law," and was never intended to be enforced
anyway. A Tammany spokesman said, "We believe the
law should be enforced, but with intelligence and discrimi-
nation," to which Eoosevelt retorted: "That is a good deal
like believing in truthful mendacity." To another objector
who advocated less rigor, he replied: "You cannot half
obey the law." To another: "I am enforcing honestly a
law that hitherto has been enforced dishonestly." It was
predicted that the proceeding was useless because it was
not possible to enforce the law, but for several months it
was enforced with beneficial results, as the records of crime
and disorder showed. At the end of that period a magis-
trate was discovered who was able to decide that under the
law a drink could be had with a meal and that a sandwich
or a pretzel constituted a meal, and Sunday selling was
partially resumed; but the main object, the stopping of
blackmail, had been largely attained. Although Sunday-
selling through side-doors of saloons was gradually re-
sumed, it was done more furtively than before and never
again attained anything approaching its former dimen-
sions.

At the outset of his police administration Eoosevelt had
what seemed to be the cordial support of his three asso-
ciates in the Board. They professed full agreement with
him, and he accepted their professions in good faith, be-
lieving them to be as sincere as he was himself. They con-
tinued to work in harmony with him for several months,
but at the end of that period two of them, yielding to the
demands of the political organizations to which they owed
their selection for their positions, broke away and sought
to defeat his purposes by causing a permanent deadlock in
the Board. This was the method the political bosses, who
found,themselves powerless to control Eoosevelt's action,
or to persuade the Mayor to attempt to control it, resorted
to as the only means of defeating his policy and saving their